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for me in the form of inven-
torying my plastic model
stash, collection, hoarding
or whatever you want to call
it. After recording the first
twenty five boxes full of
models of all sorts | started
getting hand cramps and
Inside this i ISSUiad to stop witng. Holy
cow! How did | acquire so
much stuff! It seems like
over the past several
months I've read articles in
magazines and been in con-
versations with people about
the hoarding of plastic mod-
els that seems to be com-
mon in our hobby. | think we
all have good intentions of
building what we purchase,
but then the reality of it
comes into play. There's no
way to possibly build even a
fraction of what we have in
our "collections". So for me,
| plan to sell some of the
extra kits that | know will

| never be built and concen-
trate on completing those
old stagnated projects that |
started years ago. | plan to
also start building more for
the fun of it and not for the
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competition aspect of the
hobby. | see that worrying
about building the perfect
model only prevents me
from completing much of
what still lies on my work
bench as unfinished pro-
jects. Take inventory on
your model collection and
your building, or lack
thereof and try to enjoy the
hobby the way it's meant to
be. Get rid of that extra
stuff clogging your house
and your head and start
building for fun.

As most of you already
know, we have another
member who will be mov-
ing out of our area this
month. Club secretary
Drew Porter has accepted
a job with a bank in Blue-
field, West Virginia. Drew
plans to remain a member
of the club and will con-
tinue to be the IPMS/USA
contact for our chapter until
his term as secretary ends
next year. Drew will be
greatly missed and | would
like to wish him the best of
luck with his new job and
home.

On April 19th the RVIPMS
crew traveled to Lynchburg
for an excellent show

WWW.RVIPMS.COM

hosted by the Blue/Grey
Renegades.
080 Contest
a success with great con-
test models, good deals in
the vendor area and a
huge raffle. After the show
we had dinner with some of
the Lynchburg members at
the Depot Restaurant in
downtown Lynchburg for
more fun and fellowship.
Congratulations to Tommy
Carr for winning three
awards at
test. Thanks to IPMS/
Lynchburg for a fun day
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our annual Springnationals
Gravity Drags, so bring
your best cars and plan to
compete on the newly re-
furbished drag strip thanks
to Ken Bowyer. As always,
be sure to send in any arti-
cles and pictures you have
for publicatdi
newsletter. Next Month,
SWAP MEET!!! Bring it!!
Sell it!!

Happy Modeling,
Dennis
eastsmithl@aol.com

Winners from the April 24th Club Business Meeting
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By Tim Ward

The title of my column AFrom the Crowds
Nesto is meant as a metaphor for fAlooking at
the worldo from on high, as a bird would, bu
this past weekend | had the opportunity to

really view the world from the ficrow6s nesto

or a reasonable facsimile thereof. Actually, |
got to see the world (or actually Chesapeake
Bay) from the gun tub of one of only two ex-
isting Liberty ships |
W. Brownodo out of Balti
the harbor with the help of two harbor tugs at
0800 after taking on three esteemed dignitar-
ies, General Douglas Macarthur and Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt and Eleanor.
Macarthur arrived by Army staff car and
spoke of the current situation in the Philip-
pines and vowed he
out the Filipinos and the troops. Franklin
arrived in a 1936 open top cabriolet with EI-
eanor at his side. We were all instructed not

to take pictures of the President as it was
forbidden to portray him as crippled or infirm.

He was hoisted on board with wheelchair on

a fAibreacherdés boyo and
of over 400 with words of encouragement
about the current state of international affairs
and an update on the current war situation.
We were informed that the US will fight to an
Ainevitabled victory
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SS John W. Brown
eft in the world, t he
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Benny Goodman and Tommy Dorsey to name

a few. A very professional re-enactment of
Abbot and Costellobds @'
had the crowd in stitches below deck. After a
filling lunch of cold cuts, sandwiches, BBQ,
salads and cookies, we mustered on deck for
dte fh WadhitgtHe Qorld o byhealleR
surely 15 knots. All of a sudden the calm was
shattered by an attacking Japanese Zero who
had caught the ship unaware. Fire was re-
turned from the forward 20mm ack-ack guns

as well as a few 3-inch shells for good meas-
ure. The Zero was actually a Yak-52 painted
covdnbIFts repficite thePRarl Fdrgdrwv d
attacker and the pilot
the ship. After the aircraft was warded off, the
crew enjoyed more Big Band music, ice

cream, tours of the Engine Room (nothing like
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to fear is fAfear itsel fQningashirdaitcadl)snd f5bdefrée Of f
and afto and securing fehi8alodhd. dLtommefPanyonttfhod d -
journed to the fitweenoyeds thdbigEhs runfifiglskidicdsall the

consisting of pastries, muffins, bagels, coffee
and juice. The @At ween
of the Merchant Marine museum and memo-
rabilia from other Lib
gift shop. After checking out the below deck |
came up to watch the fog burn off as we got

up to speed in the harbor as we sailed past

Fort McHenry on the port side. The decks

were filled with WWII memorabilia including a
fully equipped Jeep and weapons and gear

from all of the major combatants, Allied and
Axis. In addition to all the equipment to look

at, we were entertained by a group of

AAndr ewds Slikeswhoregaled theo k
Aicrewd with songs

from

wipers, eh Greg!!!) We came back into port
Sroufld® pr, bukt With tRel hdlPof thetugs ith © me
was 5 o00c | oc k-entbakinentteok a n
Bidcd. We Ball & BREATATIME!! §f Pof haSeh | P
a spare weekend anytime soon and can make

it to Baltimore, check this out. The Liberty

ships may not have the glamour or power of

the battleships or carriers, but this is the only

ship | know of from WWII that is still sailing.

For more information, Google John W. Brown

or go to www.liberty-ship.com. Pictures to

follow in upcoming Sprue and at

WWW.rvipms.com.
the 400s.
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It's time again for that famous
"whatisit?" contest. Take a
gander at the picture to the
right, fill out the ballot at the
meeting and you may win a
prize!!l

Prize courtesy of

SPASTIC PLASTIC

MAY

Newsletter Editor - Dennis Smith
Eastsmithl@aol.com

IPMS/Roanoke Valley meets the
second and fourth Thursday of every
month at the science Museum lo-
cated in downtown Roanoke at the
"Center in the Square". The second
Thursday building meetings are held
in the classroom on the fifth floor and
the fourth Thursday meetings are
held on the same floor in the Confer-
ence room. All meetings start at
7:00pm.

If you have any questions about
the club, meetings or need directions
us.

Please mail all correspondence to:

Roanoke Valley IPMS
P.O. Box 20841

Roanoke, VA. 24018 '°
2008 RVIPMS CLUB
POINTS CHAMPIONSHIP
Asof 5 -12-08

Terry Eastman 34

Tim Ward 33

Cliff Youn 29
didD’énﬂié’Sﬁ?itHOb 2714buzzing()

Greg Clower 21

Ed Kennedy 19
v ]? » [Drew Porter 19

Mike Overstreet 18

Devin Bledsoe 18

Bob Rohrback 16

Jeff Hinchee 14
% ¢ 91 T¥m Mullins 13

John Arfaras 12

Don Jones 12

Arthur Harris 11

David Draper 11

Ken Bowyer 9

Don Smith 9

Bob Stull 9

Jay Dennis 5

Melvin Matthews 5

Ralph Leslie 4

Tommy Carr 4

Mark Crouch 2

Mike Powell 2

Jerry Smallwood 1
RVIPMS Club Championship points can
be gathered in many different ways.
Model building and other club activities
will garner points. This gives everyone a
chance to be a fimodel
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http://www.liberty-ship.com/
http://www.rvipms.com

