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Ahoy, mateys!! Enjoying this land-
lubber weather?? | think | can see
the grass growing in my front yard. |
can't complain too much as | was
doing too much complaining when |
was shoveling snow off my Mini. Oh,
well, a few chores like grass mowing
gets me out in the fresh air and re-
minds me that it officially Convention
season. We already had the Old
Dominion Open in Richmond. Good
show as always but | swear | need to
stop forgetting my Snuggie and hot
chocolate. C,mon guys, buy some

dors, nice awards and good friends
in tow made for a very pleasant (but
long) day. Hope everyone had a
good time. We may do the same
thing for the NOVA show if we have
enough to warrant the RVIPMS
van. Speaking of shows, it's time to
get busy preparing for our

own. Yeah, yeah........ | can hear you
now. Here he comes with talk of
raffle donations, sponsorship sales,

volunteering for duties. Yep, you're
right, you're going to get the whole
nine yards. It's already almost April
and we need to get busy. Be ready
to hit up your friends, relatives and
work associates for trophy sponsor-
ships and start looking in your clos-
ets and storage sheds for those kits,
decals, tools, books and mags that
you got at the last twelve conven-
tion's raffles and be ready to give. It
makes all the difference when we do
our raffle. For the new members,
this is the time of year that is most
exciting...going to shows and work-
ing on our own. And you thought it

need all the help we can get (in more
ways than one). | will be passing out
sponsorship packages and discuss-
ing volunteer duties at the next meet-
ing so try to make the meeting if you
aren't watching American Idol that
night. Speaking of shows, | want to
congratulate our own Dennis Smith
for his well deserved "Newsletter
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Newsletter Editor - Dennis Smith
Eastsmithl@aol.com
IPMS/Roanoke Valley meets the second
and fourth Thursday of every month at
the Science Museum
located in downtown Roanoke at the
"Center in the Square". The second
Thursday building meetings are held in
the classroom on the fifth floor and the
fourth Thursday meetings are held on the
same floor in the
Conference room. All meetings start at
7:00pm.

If you have any questions about the
club, meetings or need directions us.
Please mail all correspondence to:

Roanoke Valley IPMS
P.O. Box 20841
Roanoke, VA. 24018

Editor of the Year" award that was
presented to him at the ODO. Well
done, sir!!! While | have your atten-
tion, | have a road trip that | am
working on. |feel it's about time for
an air show, maybe Dayton or An-
drews. Let me know what you think
at the next meeting so | can see
what kind of interest we have. Inthe
meantime look for me to be riding
that tractor in the mode of Jimmy
Johnson, turning left (but not too
fast) until the yard is done. Carry on,
that is all.

Tim

Directions to the club

meeting room at VMT.

OK Guys, | drew you a picture
on how to get to the new meet-

ing place at the Virginia Museum

of Transportation. From Salem
Ave. turn onto 1 1/2 St. or 1.5
St. Follow it around and drive
under the overpass and then to
the right. The parking lot is be-

hind the museum as indicated in

the picture. Enter through the
rear door, walk down the hall-
way and turn r

enter though the main entrance,

the doors will be locked.
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Some of the pictures from the 2010 ODO by Dennis Smith
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81 mm Mortar, Model 1932
Casement Installation

By Terry Eastman

This represents a part of the Maginot Line in SW France. Bloc
5 of the Ouvrage (fortress) at Roche-la-Croix in the area of
Briancon. This area faces Italy across from Turin.

The maximum range of the 80 mm mortar was 3600 meters.
The weapon was serviced by a crew of 5, and fired at a fixed
angle of 45 degrees.

Range was adjusted by the propellant charge used. The rate
of fire was 13 rounds per minute.

The mortar had two recoil cylinders and was water cooled. The
weight of the mortar bomb was 3.300 kg with an explosive
charge of 0.350 to 0.400 kg.

Terry




