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  As we head into the final 
days of February hope-
fully weôve seen the last 
of the heavy snow storms 
for one season. Although 
weôll most likely be dodg-
ing the snow flakes while 
heading out to the contest 
and shows for the next 
few weeks at least. Any-
way, speaking of contests 
and shows, the Big Go to 
the ODO is coming up 
this weekend. The Old 
Dominion Open hosted by IPMS/ Rich-
mond will be held at the Richmond Inter-
national Raceway Complex. It will be a 
unique show with three different styles of 
judging from the AMPS style for the ar-
mor awards, to the NNL style for the 
automotive classes to the conventional 
judging for all of the other classes. I 
talked to Glen Martin a few days ago and 
he stated that they have sold well over 
100 vendor tables so thereôll be plenty 
item to spend your hard earned cash on. 
Make sure to contact Tim Ward if youôre 
wanting to ride up to Richmond on the 
official RVIPMS party van. 
   Saturday March 6th is the MDA Model 
Car Contest and Swap Meet at the Roa-
noke Civic Center. The show is shaping 
up well with twice as many vendors as 
last year. In addition to the model car 
contest the Star City Hot Wheels club will 
be displaying their modified Hot Wheels 
and will have their multi lane drag track at 
the show. We will have a table for our 
display and tables for those of you who 
would like to work on your latest projects. 
Remember this is an RVIPMS recruit-
ment opportunity and youôll receive points 
for the year long club championship for 
attending. For those who wish to help 
with the show contact me at 540-818-
8162. 
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   Itôs time for the club elections with the 
end of the fiscal year coming up at the end 
of March. Next months newsletter will have 
the list of candidates for you to chose from. 
If you wish to be added to the ballot con-
tact Bob Rohrback as soon as possible . 
Voting will be conducted at the March busi-
ness meeting so bring all of your family 
and friends if you wish to control one of the 
offices. Theyôll have to join the club to vote 
though.  
   Itôs that time again and the club member-
ship dues are due by the end of March and 
itôs still just $25.00 for the year. See Greg 
Clower at the meetings or mail payment  to 
RVIPMS, P.O. Box 20841, Roanoke, VA. 
24018 
   Club Vice-President Terry Eastman has 
arranged for a visit from Major Frank H. 
McFadden who served as a Marine Corps 
pilot. He will be sharing some of his experi-
ences from his extensive career in the 
armed forces. To give Mr. McFadden more 
time he will be speaking on what is usually 
our build meeting on March 11th at 7pm. 
Terry will be providing refreshments. Make 
sure to attend !!    
Happy Modeling, 
Dennis Smith 
eastsmith1@aol.com 
540-818-8162  
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Newsletter Editor - Dennis Smith 
Eastsmith1@aol.com 

IPMS/Roanoke Valley meets the second 
and fourth Thursday of every month at 

the Science Museum  
located in downtown Roanoke at the 
"Center in the Square". The second 

Thursday building meetings are held in 
the classroom on the fifth floor and the 

fourth Thursday meetings are held on the 
same floor in the  

Conference room. All meetings start at 
7:00pm. 

  If you have any questions  about the 
club, meetings or need directions us. 
Please mail all correspondence to: 

Roanoke Valley IPMS 
P.O. Box 20841 

Roanoke, VA. 24018 
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The Storch is primarily remem-
bered in history for itôs role in the 
rescue of imprisoned Benito Mus-
solini on 12 September 1943 by 
Otto Skorzenyôs commandos. 
Mussolini had been arrested and 
imprisoned when the Fascist 
state was overthrown on 5 Sep-
tember 1943, following the inva-
sion of Salerno. At first Missoliniôs 

whereabouts were unknown, but 
Skorzeny finally located the dicta-
tor at the hotel on the Gran Sasso 
Massif in the Abruzzi Molise. The 
hotel, accessible only by cable 
car, was at an altitude of 9,600 
feet. Skorzeny originally planned 
to use a Focke-Achelis Fa-223 
helicopter for the rescue, but it 
was unserviceable just before the 

mission. The rescue team then 
used a Storch which landed on a 
narrow plateau near the hotel, 
and then take off in a overloaded 
condition. The Storch was piloted 
by a Captain Gerlach, and carried 
both Mussolini and Skorzeny suc-
cessfully away.  
This 1/72 scale Academy Kit was 
built ñout of the boxò. Some re-
search was required to determine 
the code on the aircraft. The 
placement of the letters in a white 
square was unusual.  
The splinter camouflage scheme 
consisted of RLM 70 and 71 on 
the superior surfaces with RLM 
65 on the inferior portions.  
Note: The wooden propeller was 
painted RLM 66. 
 
Terry 

By Terry 
Eastman 
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Cliff Youngôs first place winning Accurate Miniatures TBM Avenger. 

Second place went to Chris Webb with his 1/72 scale Russian Sukhoi Su-34 

Mitch Cundiff placed third for his M48A5 Tank 



 FEBRUARY                                                            4                                                                   SPRUE                             

Mike Powell Mitch Cundiff 

Terry Eastman Mitch Cundiff 

Mike Powell Mark Crouch 

AMT Caterpillar Bull Dozer ñFarewell My Comradeò 

Sd.Kfz.221 German Armored Car Fieseler Storch 

German Mounted Infantry 

Beastman Chariot 


