
 

It is with great sadness that I report to you 

the passing of Roanoke Valley member, 

Tim Mullinsô wife Michelle Mullins. She 

passed away at age 44 at UVA Medical 

Center on October 10th due to kidney and 

liver complications. Most of you will re-

member Michelle from the club Christmas 

dinners and know that she was one of the 

longest living heart transplant recipients in 

the world. Our thoughts and prayers are 

with Tim at this difficult time.                       

A reminder for this months business meet-

ing, Dr. Lee Anthony is scheduled to speak 

on the WWII battlefields of Europe. Be sure 

and make a special effort to attend in what 

I anticipate will be a very informative talk. 

Weôll also have an open category contest 

so bring your latest works and enter into 

the competition.                                                   

On a final note, Region 2 coordinator,                                                 

Glen Martin recently informed me that we 

received  the Region 2 Newsletter of the 

Year award that was announced at the Re-

gion 2 Convention in New Jersey. 

Happy Modeling and Happy Halloween! 

Dennis Smith                                             

540-818-8162                                       

eastsmith1@aol.com 
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   Six o'clock came early in the morning as 

RVIPMS members piled into the official 

club bus for a trip to the Smithsonian Air & 

Space Museum Udvar - Hazy Center in 

Chantilly, Virginia on October 4th. I know 

that many members have already visited 

the museum and would know what to ex-

pect, but this was my first look at one of the 

greatest displays of any type that I have 

ever seen. I wonôt waste your time in trying 

to describe and tell you about the wide va-

riety of aircraft on display. I will tell you that 

if your ever in the northern Virginia area, 

take the time to spend the majority of the 

day there. The  600 plus pictures that I 

took at the museum will be posted on the 

website gallery area soon so be sure to 

check them out at RVIPMS.com. After 

leaving the Museum we traveled a short 

distance to Piper Hobbies also in Chan-

tilly , Virginia for a quick look around before 

hitting the road back home.                                                          

On Saturday September 26th Tim Ward 

and I traveled to Conover, North Carolina 

for the Foothills Plastic Pros, Fall Classic 

Model Contest and Swap Meet. It was a 

good show with more military items and 

much more diversity in kits and other 

goods for sale from the vendors than in 

past shows. The contest is still dominated 

by automotive subjects as this was a car 

only show just several years back. This 

was a ñkill two birds with one stoneò trip as 

we meet up with several members of the 

Gaston County Modelers to return the table 

cloths and display that they loaned us for 

the Region 2 convention in 2007. Bout time 

eh! Theyôre looking at the possibility of hav-

ing a show and contest in 2010 so weôll 

have to throw some extra support to the 

Gaston guys.                                                           
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Usually this time of year I talk about 
how the weather is getting colder 
and that model building season is 
nigh.  The air is getting nippier and 
the yard chores are coming to a halt, 
if you don't count leaf raking and 
bagging.  I hope the modeling bug 
has bit all of you with the change of 
weather.  I wish I could say it has for 
me but I have hit a complete lack of 
interest in model building, or at least 
finishing a model.  It certainly has 
nothing to do with selection of kits.  I 
have shelves stocked to the ceiling 
with all kinds of different mod-
els.  Through the years I have col-
lected everything from 1/72 aircraft 
to 1/43 cars to 1/700 ships, you 

name it, I've caught the bug only to 
later lose interest in the subject mat-
ter.  Don't get me wrong, I still enjoy 
attending the shows, pressing the 
flesh with fellow modelers (er, col-
lectors) and I still play the raffles and 
search the vendor areas for my 
"latest" project.  But here lately, I 
can't seem to sit at the model table 
for more than 10 minutes before 
losing my "fire".  I know the "bug" 
will hit me again, I just don't know 
when.  Maybe this winter when the 
frost is on the "punkin", I will finish 
up a project.  If you suffer from the 
same condition, I feel for you.  But if 
you can't get a project done either, 
don't fret. 

Newsletter Editor - Dennis Smith 
Eastsmith1@aol.com 

IPMS/Roanoke Valley meets the second 
and fourth Thursday of every month at 

the Science Museum  
located in downtown Roanoke at the 
"Center in the Square". The second 

Thursday building meetings are held in 
the classroom on the fifth floor and the 

fourth Thursday meetings are held on the 
same floor in the  

Conference room. All meetings start at 
7:00pm. 

  If you have any questions  about the 
club, meetings or need directions us. 
Please mail all correspondence to: 

Roanoke Valley IPMS 
P.O. Box 20841 

Roanoke, VA. 24018 
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The Appeal of June 18  (L'Appel 
du 18 Juin) was a famous speech 
by Charles de Gaulle, the leader of 
the Free French Forces, in 1940. 
The appeal is the origin of the 
French Resistance to the German 
occupation during World War II. 
De Gaulle spoke to the French 
people from London after the fall 
of France. He declared that the 
war for France was not yet over, 
and rallied the country in support 
of the Resistance. It is one of the 
most important speeches in 
French   history.                                           
In spite of its reputation as the be-
ginning of the Resistance and Free French, historians have shown that the appeal 
was heard only by a minority of French people. De Gaulle's 22 June 1940 speech 
on the BBC was much more widely heard. (Wikipedia)          

Charles de Gaulle continued on page 3. 

 Be glad to know you are not alone, 
give me a call at 2:00 in the morn-
ing, maybe I'll be watching Turner 
Classic Movies or maybe, just 
maybe I'll be working on finishing up 
a model.  We can only hope. 
 
Tim 
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